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THE ATTITUDE OP THE QUAKEES IN THE PEOVIN- 
CIAL WAES. 

INTRODUCTION AND NOTES BY CHARLES J. STILLfi. 

INTEODUCTION. 

Among the papers to be found in the collection of the His- 
torical Society is the " brief" of an argument made on the 
twenty-sixth of February, 1756, before the Lords of Trade, 
in support of a petition to the King by sundry inhabitants of 
Pennsylvania. This petition — as will be seen — asks, for va- 
rious reasons, that the King shall be advised by the Privy 
Council to withhold his sanction from a certain Military 
Bill, as it is called, then recently passed by the Assembly 
of Pennsylvania ; and, further, that Quakers should be for- 
ever disqualified from sitting as members of that body, — a 
change which would have been, if granted, completely revo- 
lutionary. This " brief" throws a strong light upon the re- 
lations existing during sixteen eventful years in the history 
of the Province (1740-1756) between the Crown and the 
Proprietaries and the people, as represented in their As- 
sembly, and especially upon the great question involved in 
their taxation by their immediate representatives, — a ques- 
tion the discussion of which familiarized them with prin- 
ciples in defence of which the war of the American revolu- 
tion was fought. 

Some preliminary account of the state of the Province is 
necessary in order that the grounds upon which the petition 
is based may be understood. 

In 1739 Andrew Hamilton, who had been for many years 
Speaker of the Assembly, said to that body on retiring from 
office, " It is not to the fertility of our soil and the commo- 
diousness of our rivers that we ought chiefly to attribute the 
great progress this Province has made within so small a 
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compass of years in improvements, wealth, trade, and navi- 
gation, and the extraordinary increase of people who have 
been drawn from almost every country of Europe ; it is all 
due to the excellency of our constitution. Our foreign trade 
and shipping are free from all imposts except those small 
duties payable to his Majesty by the statute laws of Great 
Britain. The taxes are inconsiderable, for the sole power 
of raising and disposing of the public money is lodged in 
the Assembly. Other incidental taxes are assessed, col- 
lected, and applied by persons annually chosen by the people 
themselves. . . . By many years' experience we find that 
an equality among religious societies, without distinguish- 
ing one sect with greater privileges than another, is the 
most effectual method to discourage hypocrisy, promote 
the practice of the moral virtues, and prevent the plagues 
and mischiefs which always attend religious squabbling. 
This is our constitution, and this constitution was framed 
by the wisdom of Mr. Penn," etc. 

Sixteen years later, in 1755, the petition we are consider- 
ing presents a different picture, describing " the melancholy 
condition of this colony, involved in all the complicated mis- 
eries and distress of a cruel war, numbers of your Majesty's 
subjects on the several frontiers having of late been barbar- 
ously murdered by bloodthirsty savages and whole town- 
ships broken up and driven from their habitations ; while 
the danger continually grows with the growing ambition of 
a restless and perfidious enemy." 

There can hardly be a doubt that the picture drawn by 
the petitioners is a correct one. The Province was defence- 
less against the attacks of the French and Indians for some 
years prior to Braddock's defeat, in July, 1755. The ques- 
tion is, who was responsible for it ? The petition lays the 
blame upon the Quaker majority in the Assembly, and says 
that the lack of means of defence was due to their religious 
scruples, which led them to vote against warlike measures. 
But there is another side of the question to be considered 
before we come to such a conclusion. 

The Province of Pennsylvania in 1740 had about 100,000 
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inhabitants.* The population was divided into three distinct 
groups, — the Quakers, in Philadelphia, Chester, and Bucks ; 
the Qermans, or Palatines as they were called, in Lancaster, 
Berks, and Northampton; and the Scotch-Irish Presby- 
terians, in York and Cumberland. The country west of the 
Susquehanna, with the exception of the last-named counties, 
was a wilderness occupied by Indians for some distance be- 
yond the Alleghenies, where it was bounded by the line from 
Erie to Pittsburgh, which was being fortified by the French. 
Of the inhabitants of the Province, one-fourth or one-fifth 
were Quakers, about one-half were German, and the rest 
emigrants from the north of Ireland. The influence of the 
Quakers was still predominant, although the large emigra- 
tion from Europe had, in the latter years of the period we 
are considering, much lessened it. The principal business 
of the people was agricultural, to which they added such 
commerce to Europe and the West Indies as was required to 
transport thither their provisions. During this period, while 
the French and Indians were destroying the lives of the 
people of the back counties and their property, the material 
prosperity of the Province was never greater. The imports 
and the shipping had increased twofold and the exports 
threefold, and more than 25,000 Germans alone emigrated 
to the Province. There was no land tax, and had been none 
for nearly forty years. The expenses of government were 
paid by an excise and by tavern licenses. There was little 
gold or silver in the Province, the greater portion having 
been drained out of the country to pay for English imports. 
The Assembly was in the habit of meeting extraordinary 
emergencies by issuing paper money, — that is, lending the 
credit of the Province to those who would pay a good in- 
terest for it and give ample security for the return of the 
loan. To this policy was attributed by the Provincials, with 
Dr. Franklin at their head, the extraordinary prosperity of 

^Dr. Smith says (Brief State, p. 4) that the number in 1765 was 
220,000, and Dr. Franklin (Preface to Galloway's Speech) states that 
the number of houses in the Province in 1752 was 20,000, with an aver- 
age population of about five each. 
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tlie country, which was thus abundantly supplied with a 
cheap currency. The royal government and the Proprie- 
taries were no friends to paper money, — at least to that 
issued by the English colonies, — and on this subject there 
was a constant controversy between the Assembly of the 
Province and the Grovernors appointed by the Penns. To 
irreconcilable diiFerences on this point, and not to religious 
scruples, are no doubt to be ascribed much of the embar- 
rassment of the English government in Pennsylvania in 
raising men, money, and supplies for the prosecution of 
the war. 

The Province was then ruled by Deputy or Lieutenant- 
Governors appointed by the Penns as Proprietaries and 
confirmed by the King. They were assisted by a council 
which had no legislative power. That was exclusively 
vested by the charter in the Assembly, which exercised 
great authority by virtue of that instrument and claimed 
much more, — a pretension which was strongly opposed by 
the Penns and their Governors. This body was granted, 
by the amended charter of 1701, power, among other things, 
"to appoint committees, prepare bills, impeach criminals, 
and redress grievances, with all other powers and privileges 
of an Assembly, according to the rights of free-born subjects of 
England." Under these large powers the Assembly, prior 
to 1740, had secured two important concessions which had 
much to do with the question of their motive in withholding 
or granting the supplies that were asked for by the Proprie- 
taries and the Crown for the prosecution of the war. These 
were, first, that to the Assembly belonged exclusively the 
right not merely of disposing of the public money, but of 
the means and method by which it should be raised; and, 
secondly, that the decision of the Lieutenant-Governor, ap- 
proving or disapproving a bill passed by the Assembly, 
should be final and not subject to reversal by the Pro- 
prietary. 

After 1751, this Assembly was composed of thirty-six 
members, and it cannot be doubted that it most truly repre- 
sented the wealth and intelligence of the Province. Of this 
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number twenty-six represented the Lome counties of Phila- 
delphia, Chester, and Bucks. The other ten were sent by 
the Germans and the Irish of the back counties, — settle- 
ments greater in population, but not possessed to so great 
a degree as the eastern counties of those elements which, 
according to the theory which then prevailed, were entitled 
to representation. 

The legislative power of the Assembly was subject to two 
important restrictions only, viz. : First, that the measures 
adopted by it should receive the approval of the Lieutenant- 
Governor ; and, secondly, that to the Privy Council in Eng- 
land was reserved the power to disallow and repeal any laws 
enacted by them within five years after their passage. Every 
parliamentary expedient for which there was any precedent 
was resorted to by the Assembly to maintain its power. 
Among other things it insisted, in accordance with the 
practice of the English House of Commons, that its money 
bills should be accepted by the Lieutenant-Governor with- 
out amendment. 

The Assembly, from the beginning, was always jealous of 
the authority claimed by the Lieutenant-Governor, and dur- 
ing these sixteen years it learned to distrust and hate the 
Proprietary administration. It seems, indeed, that for a 
body of Englishmen bred in the traditions of English lib- 
erty, no system more incapable of working smoothly and 
satisfactorily could well have been devised. The Proprie- 
tary was not only their Governor, but he was the absolute 
owner of far the larger portion of the soil of the Province. 
Hence his public duties, so far as they concerned the wise 
government of his people, were constantly coming into col- 
lision with his private interests, which tempted him to gov- 
ern in such a way as would not be in harmony with the 
welfare of the people. Thus the Governor objected to the 
issuing of paper money, both because he supposed that in 
the end it would ruin the Proprietary's private interests in 
the lands of the Province, and because the English govern- 
ment regarded such a currency as undesirable and not to 
be encouraged. The Assembly and the people, led by Dr. 
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Franklin, on the other hand (rightly or wrongly), regarded 
this paper money as the panacea for all the ills from which 
a trading community can suffer, and insisted upon issuing 
it whenever they were called upon to vote supplies. Again, 
the private interests of the Penns led them to oppose taxa^ 
tion of their estates (at first absolutely and afterwards in a 
modified way) ; while the necessities of the defence, as well 
as impartial equity, required that all the estates in the Prov- 
ince should be taxed in the same way, so that each might 
bear its due share of the general burthen. For a long time, 
too, the Penns refused to pay a proper share of the expenses 
attending Indian treaties for the sale of land, although such 
treaties added millions of acres to their own overgrown es- 
tate, besides, of course, making more valuable that which 
they already possessed. 

The Governors who were sent out by the Proprietaries 
were not ordinarily men whose character and conduct rec- 
ommended the system which they had been employed to 
enforce here. They were ruled by instructions from the 
Penn family, and gave a heavy bond to secure their obedi- 
ence. In their attempt to harmonize the private interests 
of the family as great landholders with their public duties 
as Governors, they became involved, even when they tried 
to act fairly, in constant embarrassment. But most of them 
were guilty of acts of undignified meanness which forfeited 
the respect of those whom they governed. Their salaries, 
as has been said, came from the product of the excise and 
of tavern licenses,* ordinarily from a thousand to fifteen 
hundred pounds yearly. But this did not satisfy them. 
They would not pass many of the laws adopted by the 
Assembly unless they were paid for it. Thus Governor 
Thomas, in 1742, upon being asked to return certain bills, 
answered that as he saw a good disposition on the part of 
the House, he would approve of them; and the House 
thereupon resolved that on his approval the Governor 

^ The quit rents were at first intended for the support of the resident 
Governors, but were afterwards diverted to the use of the Penn family in 
England.— Sm<, Bev.. 14, 83. 
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should be paid £500. Whereupon he thanked the As- 
sembly for this proof of their regard. This was exactly a 
counterpart of what took place with Governor Denny and 
even with Governor James Hamilton (the best of all who 
were imposed upon the Province), who is not without sus- 
picion of having increased his pay in the same extraordinary 
manner.* The Assembly thought, too, that there were many 
proofs that the Penns in London, instead of being the pro- 
tectors and friends of the people of this Province with the 
King, the Privy Council, and the Board of Trade, were in 
reality the bitterest and most powerful enemies of their 
true interests, opposing all measures before the English 
authorities which seemed to conflict with their own personal 
and private advantage. They opposed all measures what- 
ever by which their lands were to be taxed for the defence 
of the Province. 

Against such men, therefore, as were sent them as Gov- 
ernors, and the measures which the Proprietaries took to 
raise money without contributing any share of it themselves, 
the Assembly opposed the most unalterable and strenuous 
resistance. No fear of public danger ever swerved them 
from pursuing a policy which insisted that the Penns 
should bear what they considered their true share of the 
cost of defending the Province. Had the period between 
1740-1756 been one of peace, these men would now be 
ranked with the foremost defenders of constitutional lib- 
erty on this continent. Because it was war-time and the 
Province was defenceless, owing to the disagreement of 
the Governor and the Assembly, — not as to the necessity 
of defence, but as to the means of securing it, — they are 
spoken of in this petition and popularly regarded, even at 
this day, as enemies to their country, who, owing to their 
religious scruples, could not make war nor grant military 
supplies as a means to that defence. 

The exact position of the Quakers on this subject it is 
not difficult to discover, and it is worth retracing. 

So far as military service was concerned, they sheltered 

' See Preface to Galloway's Speech, p. iy. 
Vol. X,— 20 
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themselves under the protection of two principles : First, 
that no man, under any English tenure, could be com- 
pelled to serve in person who chose to serve by proxy; 
and, secondly, that as they had resolved never to be aggres- 
sors, and as they were not sovereigns, they left the rest to 
Providence. What they meant practically by " leaving the 
rest to Providence" is illustrated by many passages of their 
history. 

In 1693, Governor Fletcher, who by royal command had 
superseded Penn and his government in this Province, 
while openly respecting the principles and scruples of the 
Quakers concerning war, asked the Assembly for money 
"to feed the hungry and clothe the naked" Indians (Six 
Nations) who had been tempted by the French Governor of 
Canada, Count Frontenac, to forsake their alliance with the 
English. The money, after some hesitation, was voted. 

In 1701 the Assembly was asked to vote money for build- 
ing a fort on the New York frontier. They acquiesced in 
the demand " as far as their religious principles would per- 
mit." 

In 1709 an application was made to the Assembly for 
money in aid of an expedition against Nova Scotia. The 
Council and the Assembly, after a conference with the 
heads of the meeting, decided unanimously that, " although 
they could not bear arms, their duty was to support the 
Queen's government by money." 

In 1740, at the beginning of the Spanish war (commonly 
called the war of "Jenkins' Ears"), Governor Thomas urged 
them to take active measures of defence. The Assembly 
told him that they could not bear arms themselves, but 
that he, as the substitute for the Captain-General, had full 
authority, without the interposition of the Legislature, to 
organize forces for defence from such of the people as had 
no scruples concerning war. From such persons the volun- 
teers' contingent of this Province M^as raised and immediately 
after the Assembly voted £3000 " for the use of the King, 
for such purposes as he should direct." The answer given 
by the Governor to these proceedings was a recommenda- 
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tion to the King that the Quakers, who with three excep- 
tions composed that body, should be forever disqualified 
from sitting there as members. 

In 1744 the Assembly made no opposition to a proclama- 
tion of the Governor calling upon all the able-bodied men 
of the Province to volunteer for the expected hostilities 
against the French. Twelve hundred signatures were at 
once procured in the city for a military association, and 
in a short time the volunteers throughout the Province 
amounted to ten thousand men.' 

In 1745 the Assembly voted £4000 to furnish necessaries 
for the troops at Louisburgh. These necessaries included 
" wheat or other grain," and Governor Thomas expended a 
considerable portion of this money in the purchase of black 
grain, otherwise gunpowder, and he was never charged with 
misappropriation of the fund. 

In 1746 the Assembly voted £5000, in bills redeemable 
from the excise in ten years, for the expedition against Can- 
ada. These bills were designed to be used as currency, and 
thus serve to promote the trade of the Province. 

In 1747 the Assembly was asked to equip vessels to de- 
fend the Delaware Bay and river from pirates. This they 
declined to do, on the ground, chiefly, that such defence 
was the business of the Royal Navy. 

From this time until 1755 (the year in which the petition 
was sent to the King) the controversy between the Govern- 
ors (Hamilton and Morris) and the Assembly — concerning, 
not the granting of supplies, but the manner of raising them 
— was incessant. Eight times during these years did the 
Governor demand money for supplies for military opera- 
tions against the French and Indians, and eight times did 
the Assembly agree to grant them for the King's use, jpro- 
vided they were purchased by money raised from issuing 
loans. Eight times did the Governor, in accordance, as he 
said, with his instructions from the Proprietaries and the 
Crown, refuse to accept supplies thus oflfered, although he 

' These numbers seem too great for the population ; they are given in 
Franklin's Autobiography, Sparis's Franklin, Vol. I. pp. 145, 146. 
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was forced, in one or two cases, to agree under protest to 
the bills. In the proceedings during these years there is 
certainly nothing to show any unwillingness to defend the 
Province, although there were often evasions of the real dif- 
ficulty on the part of the Assembly which make some of 
their acts appear disingenuous and uncandid. Still the 
main point that the Assembly, on the whole, was in ear- 
nest, not only in defending the Province but in maintaining 
English supremacy on this continent, even if they insisted 
upon doing it in their own way, seems established. The 
following occurrence is a curious illustration of it. In 
March, 1755, Mr. Quincy was sent by the Governor of 
Massachusetts to ask aid from this Province in victualling 
the troops in IsTew England. The Assembly voted for that 
purpose £10,000, and borrowed the sum on the credit of 
the Province. It is true that the Quakers do not seem to 
have been unanimous in supporting this policy. In 1755 
some twenty of them ventured to recommend " peaceable 
measures" to their representatives, for which they were 
soundly rebuked by them ; and with others the climax 
was reached when the Governor undertook to declare 
war against the Delaware and Shawnese Indians; where- 
upon six of the old members thought they had gone far 
enough, and resigned their seats rather than lend counte- 
nance to warlike measures. The controversy was closed 
for the time by the petition, which, it will be observed, 
while it charges the Assembly with a refusal to defend 
the Province, objects most earnestly to the approval of the 
military bill which that body had passed for that very pur- 
pose. The chief difference between the petitioners and the 
Assembly seems to have been this : That while both disap- 
proved of the policy of the Proprietary on many subjects, 
the former thought that a time when the Province was 
called upon to endure all that it suffered between 1740 
and 1756 was ill chosen to interpose objections, either 
about taxing the Proprietary estates or any other consti- 
tutional or religious scruples against measures intended 
to defend the Province against hostile incursions. After 
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peace was declared iu 1763, all parties agreed in con- 
demning the Proprietary government, and the Assembly, 
with only three dissenting voices, petitioned, in its turn, 
the King to abolish it and to place the Province under the 
direct control of the Crown, 

The bills referred to in the petition are the " Military 
Bill" and " the Supply Bill of £55,000," both of which had 
been approved by the Governor. The Military Bill was en- 
titled an act " for the better ordering and regulating such 
as are willing and desirous of being united for military pur- 
poses." By it a volunteer force was raised, thoroughly or- 
ganized, and made subject to military discipline. This bill 
is called in the petition a usurpation of the rights of the 
Crown. The Supply Bill (by which the Proprietaries' es- 
tates were exempted from taxation in consideration of a 
promised gift from them of £5000) was intended to grant 
the money necessary for the pay of these troops and for their 
military operations. By the money and men supplied by 
these two bills a chain of forts and block-houses, extending 
from the River Delaware along the Kittatinny Hills to the 
Maryland line, was erected. They were situated at conve- 
nient distances from each other and at the most important 
passes of the mountains, and were garrisoned with com- 
panies, all in the pay of the Province, composed of from 
seventy-five to twenty-five men each, according to the situa- 
tion and importance of the place ; in other words, a com- 
plete system of defence was at last established. In the face 
of such acts and such results the Board of Trade had the 
hardihood to declare, in their answer to the petition, that 
" the measures taken by the Assembly for the defence of 
the Province were improper, inadequate, and ineffectual, 
and that there was no cause to hope for other measures 
while the majority of the Assembly consisted of persons 
whose avowed principles were against military services."' 

This answer is a specimen of the utter disregard of all 
that the colonists had done and suffered in wars due only 
to the ambition of the mother country. It sank deep into 

' Gordon, 339. 
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the hearts of the freemen of Pennsylvauia, and brought 
forth abundant fruit. 



To the King^ most Excellent Majesty. 

The Petition 

Of sundry of Your Majesty's dutiful & loyal subjects, Inhabitants 
of the Province of Pensilvania, in Behalf of Themselves & Others. 

most humbly sheweth 

That. "We, Your Majestys faithful Subjects, are most sen- 
sibly affected, & alarmed at the present Melancholy Scitua- 
tion of these Golonys, involved in all the complicated Mis- 
eries & Distress of a cruel War ; If umbers of Tour Majty s. 
good Subjects, on the sev' Frontiers, having, of late, been 
barbarously murdered, by blood thirsty Savages ; & whole 
Townships broke up, & driven from their Habitations, while 
the Danger continually grows, with the growing Ambition 
of a restless and perfidious Enemy. 

Tlmt^ in a more particular Manner, we have Reason to be 
affected, for our own Safety, & the Safety of our Children, 
in this Province, where it is our Lot to reside ; Which, not- 
withstanding the many Dangers, that, so nearly, threaten 
us, is still kept in the most naked & defenceless State, 
& is the only one, of Tour Majesty's Colonys, in these 
parts, which has not armed a single Man, nor, at the Pub- 
lick Expence, provided a single Fortification, to shelter the 
unhappy Inhabitants, from the continual Inroads of a mer- 
ciless Enemy; a mere handfuU of whom might, at this 
Time, carry Fire & Sword into the very Heart of the Prov- 
ince, there being Nothing to oppose to their Fury, Since 
the Departure of those Troops, to the ISTorthward, which 

' Endorsed 

PENSILVANIA 

For the Inhabitants in General 
Ag' their Quaker Assembly 

To be heard before the Lords of Trade 
at their Office over the Treasury 
On Thursday 26 Feb'^ 1756 
At 11 in the Forenoon 
Mr. Yorke 
Mr Forrester 
For the Peticonrs 
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Your Majesty was graciously pleased to send to the general 
Assistance of Your Colonies. 

That the past inactive, & defenceless, State of this rich & 
populous Province has probably, been productive of a double 
Evil ; for, it is to be feared, that it has, not only, influenced 
some of the Neighboring Colonies, & cooled them, in the 
general cause ; but likewise, alienated our Indians, from us, 
& encouraged our Enemies, in their present unnwarantable 
& alarming Encroachm'"- ; it being most certain, that no 
Governm*-, or Colony, can either be happy at Home, or re- 
spected Abroad, without a manly Exertion of its natural 
Force, both to repel outward Violence, & assert its just 
Rirfits. 

That as our Estates & Fortunes lie in this Province, we 
cannot but be concerned for its Bepuiaiion as well as Safety, 
& therefore we are sincerely grieved to behold, not only, the 
Protection, which is due to Ourselves, refused, thro' an un- 
natural Scheme of Policy, but, likewise, the Hands of sev^ 
Thousands of brave Men, amongst us, thereby, tied up, who 
are eager to risque their Lives in the Field of Honour, in 
Conjunction with our generous fellow Subjects, of Virginia, 
& the Provinces to the Northward of us who have done, & 
are doing, so much, to assert the comon Cause, of these 
bleeding Colonies. 

That, from long Experience, we have No Hopes, of see- 
ing the afs'' Grievances redressed here, while a great Ma- 
jority of Men, whose avowed Principles are ag^ bearing arms, 
find Means, continually, to thrust Themselves into the As- 
sembly of this Province, & who have been, frequently, 
called upon to put the Province in a Posture of Defence, 
both by Messages from their Governors, & Petitions from 
great Numbers of their Constituants, in different Counties, 
but have, always, evaded the Point, & spun out the Time 
by unseasonable Disputes, altho' Nothing be required, for 
this Purpose, but the bare Sanction of a Law, to collect, ^ con- 
duet our natural Strength as a Colony. 

In Consideration of All which. We, Your Majesty's most 
dutiful & loyal Subjects humbly pray That Your Majesty 
wo* graciously condescend to take our Condition under 
Your wise & princely Consideration, Which, upon Enquiry, 
will be found to be singularly Distressing & Grievous ; And 
that Your Majesty wo* farther be graciously pleased to in- 
terpose Your Koyal Authority, that this important Prov- 
ince, scituated in the Centre of Your Majestys American 
Dominions, may be put into a Posture of Defence, Which, 
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under Your sacred Majestys wise & equitable Administrar 
tion, we can firmly trust, will be done with the tenderest 
Regard to the general Safety of the Colonies, as well as, 
the particular Preservation of those Rights, & Priviledges, 
with which, we, & all. Your Majestys Subjects, are so 
highly favoured ; And Your Majestys most dutiful & loyal 
Subjects, the Petitioners, shall ever pray. 



Will Allen 

"W" Plumsted 

Eob' Strettell 

Arch* McCall 

Cha' Edgar 

John Inglis 

Jno Searle 

Sam. Carsan 

Jno. Blackwood 

Ja. Peller 

William Blair 

Peter Peterson Vanhorn 

James Arbuckle 

John Nelson 

Eobert Ragg 

Tho Grame 

J. Moland 

John Wileocks 

William Mcllvain 

Alex'' Stedman 

Alex' Huston 

Jas Humphreys 

Sep' Robinson 

Jos Maddox 

Jo. Turner 

Pr. Turner Jun' 

Wm. Grant 

Joseph Wood 

Wm Clifton 

Thos Harper 

Tho. Glentworth 

John Young 

Tho. Bourne 

Geo. Smith 

Cornelius Bradford 

Alex"' Alluire 

John Groves 

John Jennings 

Amos Strettell 

W° Bingham 

Charles Stedman 



Will. Humphreys 
Samuel McCall Sen' 
J. M. ISTesbitt 
Townsend White 
David Pranks 
Thomas Witting 
John Belle 
W" Henry 
Alex' Lunan 
Daniel Goodman 
Chas How Jun' 
Alexr. Barclay 
Micha' Hulings 
William Scott 
Henry Woodrow 
W" Dowell 
Pr. Turner 
John Redman 
P. Jones 
Andrew Hodge 
William Rush 
D. Chambers 
John Rowan 
Philip Benezet 
Atwood Shute 
Alex' Stuart 
Thomas Gordon 
Jacob Duche 
Joseph Swift 
Isaac Snowden 
John Kidd 
Nathan Cook 
Richard Arell 
Thos. Rodgers 
Joseph Hall 
Richd Budden 
Gilb' Tennent 
Tho. Lawrence 
Watt Goodman 
Rob. Greenway 
Redm'' Congughan 
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John Wallace Jenkin Jones 

Thos Cadwalader Walter Moote 

Sam McCall Junr W" Shippen 

Jo. Sim8 James Trotter 

Joseph Stamper Charles Batho 

Thos. Gilbert John Swift 

Fra. Alison Jno. Jenkins 

Daniel Benezet Zachs. Nieuran 

Matt" Clarkson Jno. Kearsley 

William Hodge Hugh McCulloch 

Hugh Hodge Will. Coxe 

Eichard Treat John Sayre 

Janry. 14. 1756. Seven Petitions, of the foregoing Tenor, 
signed by 6. or 600 of the Inhabitants, were presented to 
the Secretary of State, &, we have Reason to think, were 
afterwards considered, by the Cabinet Council. 

As all the "World agrees, that America, ought to be de- 
fended, but yet, that the King alone, cannot controul any 
Assembly & much less, a Quaker Assembly — and, as the 
Pensilv* Assembly claim, I know not what, extraordinary 
Privilages, (but, for the which, there will be found very 
little Authority, when exam* into) So it was thought, that 
Nothing wo* releive the present Exigency, or save the 
province of Pensilv*, & in Consequence thereof, all the 
King's Dominions in America, — ^but only, some Bill, to 
put Assemblys there, upon the same Footing, as they are 
in the King's own Provinces in America; wc* was the 
more necessary, & the more just, because that the Quakers 
in Pensilv"', have, upon every Applic", for 16 years now 
passed, refused to raise a Militia, refused to put the Coun- 
try in a Posture of Defence, refused to raise Men or Money, 
for the King's Service, declare themselves principled agt. 
all Military Measures, & at length, declared, even Self De- 
fence, to be unlawful, and that, at a Time, when the Indians, & 
Enemy, were in the Heart of their Country, burning & de- 
stroying, the Inhab*", with unheard of Crueltys & Barbaritys. 

And, as, it was thought, that a Bill, of that Kind, wo* be 
most proper, & best, if proceeding from the Board of Trade, 

1756 Feby 7 So, a Duplicate, of One of those Seven Peti- 
tions, was, on the 7"" of Feb. : Instant, presented to His Ma- 
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jesty ia Co" in order that it might get referred to the Board 
of Trade. 

Feb 11. Thai Petn. was referred to the Oom'°° of Privy 
Council. 

Feb 12. The Com*"" of Co" referred it to the Board of 
Trade, 

Feb 18 The Board of Trade sent for, & heard, in part, 
M' Paris, Soil" for these Petn", & Mess" Partridge & Charles, 
as agents, for the Quaker Assembly. 

The Necessity of the Case is glareing; The Facts, in this 
Case, are extreamly few, & stand fully admitted, in the pres- 
ent Assemhlys Militia Bill (as they call it) w"'' was passed 
on 25 Nov' last, by their Assembly, when the Country was 
rising, to tear them Limb from Limb, if the did not do 
something, It was passed, in their own Words, without a 
Sillable oiihat particular Act, being amended, by the Gov*; 
and is a Bill, for no earthly Purpose, but to defeat the King's 
Service,^ & to make Quaker Proselytes; and in another Bill, 
for giving the King, (as they pretend) 60000*, wch, was 
passed on the 27*^ of Nov' last. 

Nevertheless, the Agents pres', most importunately, for 
Time, to be heard by their Counsel, before the Board of 
Trade, for that, the B,elief to the Petn", w""" might be 
given, was, such, as might affect their ancient Privilages, 
& strike at the Root of their Constitution, (alluding to 
their Right of setting in the Assembly) & for that they 
wo* shew, that it was not the Assembly's Fault, but the 
Lieu' Gov'"' Fault, that the Country was not properly 
defended. 

And the Lords of Trade, to prevent clamour, being raised, 

' It is to-be remembered that the Charter and the laws made pursuant 
to it were regarded by both parties as of paramount authority. While 
the Assembly contended that all its laws which had received the royal 
approval were of equal validity with an Act of Parliament, its oppo- 
nents insisted that those laws which did not please them were either 
not sanctioned by the Charter, or that the Assembly had abused the 
power given it for wrong purposes. The power of the King over the 
Charters had been swept away by the revolution of 1688. 
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gave them, at their most earnest Entreaty, until Thursday 
the 26** Instant. 

This Petition, wc'' is referred to the Board of Trade, is 
signed, by the principal '^sons, of Rank & Fortune, in & 
about the City of Philadelphia, & is not made up, in Num- 
ber, by inconsiderable ^sons. 

These sev' Petn° come, from English, Scotch, Irish, Dutch 
& German settlers ; from Members of the Church of Eng- 
land, from Presbyterians & their Ministers, from Indepen- 
dants, Anabaptists, & their Teachers, Jews & Christians, all 
Sorts of ^sons, Quakers only excepted. 

The Assembly,^ from their perverse Obstinacy, having 
turned a Deaf Ear, to the repeated Demands, from all the 
Inhabitants, the Petn" now pray that Relief, from his Ma- 
jesty, w""" their own Assembly, unnaturally, deny them. 

This is the Cause, not of the Petn" alone. It is the Cause 
of his Majesty & of the Publick, of America, & of Gr'' Britain 
itself, &, as such, it requires to be considered. 

The Defence of the other Parts of America, in Gen', & all 
the Money, Troops & Assistance, sent thither, at prodigeous 
Expence, must be defeated, if Pensilv*, (whose Back Fron- 
tier, is near 250 Miles "Wide) is left open, & defenceless, in 
the Center of all his Majesties' Colonys.^ 

There, the Enemys and Savages, have a very wide Entry, 
& may pierce, into the very Heart, of all the British Set- 
tle"". 

So that the guarding the back Front of all the other Col- 
onys, is doing just Nothing at all, unless Pensilv", also, be 
put in a Posture of Defence. 

■ The best proof that the people of the Province were satisfied with 
the conduct of their representatives is found in the fact, that during 
these sixteen years, the majority in favor of its measures was not lessened 
at each annual election. Indeed, on the points in controversy referred 
to in the Petition, the Assembly was practically unanimous. 

^ The reader will find in the " Historical Eeview of Pennsylvania," p. 
442, a statement of the sums voted by the Assembly for military purposes 
during four years, — 1754-1758. They amount to £218,569 sterling. 
This does not include the amounts voted for similar purposes pre- 
viously, aa stated in the Introduction. 
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The French are sending, (or have already sent) very great 
Reinforcements, on their part. 

We must have great Numbers, to oppose them. 

Pensihf can supply very great Numbers, of fitter Men, than 
can, possibly, be sent from hence. 

They have great Numbers, who are able, willing & desirous 
to defend their own property, & his Majesty's Dominion, & 
have, incessantly, prayed, & desired, to be so employed, but 
their Assembly will not let them. 

It cannot be disputed, but that Men may be Cheaper & 
speedyer, raised there, than transported from hence. 

Every Man, in the Country there, is a good Spadesman, 
consequently, a good Pioneer. 

Every Man there, is most expert, at his Hatchet, & will, 
instantly, cut down a Tree, & make Barricade. 

Those are Services, not ordinarly performed, by Common 
Soldiers. 

They are Excellent Shotsmen ; for, in Order to introduce 
the Use of Arms into the Country, there have been stolen 
from the Assembly, heretofore, Acts, giving great Rewards 
for destroying the pernicious Creatures called Squirrels,^ 
which made them excellent Gunners. 

They are hale, healthy. Farmers, living upon their own 
Lands. 

They know the Country, 

They are acquainted with the "Woods, & with the Indians, 
& with their Manner, 

They are used, & seasoned, to the Climate 

And there are great Numbers of such, in the Country, de- 
sirous to list. 

All wc*" Facts, (if they are not Self Evident) "We have a 
Witness here, to prove. 

Whereas, the sending, from hence, all the whole Number of 

'This is an amusing instance of the ignorance which prevailed in 
England in regard to this Province. In the early days of its history 
one of its most considerable products ■was peltries, or the furs of wild 
animals. They needed fire-arms for some higher game than "the per- 
nicious creatures called squirrels." 
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Troops, that will be wanted, to oppose the Enemy, will be 
attended, with great Delay & Expence, The Men sicken, in 
long Voyages, &, when they arrive, are unseasoned to the 
Climate. 

So that it cannot be expected that ; much above half the 
Number, sent from hence, can be capable of Service, when 
they arrive. 

The Quakers in Pensilv*, are not one Fifth of the People 
there ; They consist principally, of the Descendants of those 
Quakers, who originally went over thither, & they are gen- 
erally settled, in the South Part of the Province, most out 
of Danger, & are the '^sons that are last to be devoured ; So 
that the Murder & Destruction of their Fellow Subjects, 
the more modern Settlers, who make their Frontier, is, to 
them, a light matter, being, themselves, out of the present 
Danger ; & They, most piously. Cant, that, according to their 
Religious Perswasions,^ Self Defence, is unlawful. 

Supposing they were sincere, those, who maintain such an 
Opinion, are unfit for Rule & Gov'ment, who are principled, 
contrary to the universal Sense of all Mankind, besides them- 
selves. 

And that Principle of theirs, shews the Necessity, of what 
we desire, namely, that they sho* be excluded from the 
Assembly. 

These are the People, who impiously trust, that the Lord 
will raise Walls & Bulwarks, round them, without their 
using any, the ordinary Means, which he has put in their 
Power, for their own Preservation. 

But are their scrupulous Consciences, to govern, the Rest 
of their Fellow Subjects, who are as 4 to 1 agst. them ? Are 
they to enforce the Rest of the King's Subjects, to set still, 
& have their Throats cut ? Are they to give up Pensilvania, 
& perhaps, in Consequence, all America, into the Hands of 
his Majesty's enemies ? 

Or, is America, to be saved & preserved, by the ordinary 

^ The Assembly, of course, never declared that self-defence was un- 
lawful. 



302 The Attitude of the Qiuikers in the Provincial Wars. 

Means, which all wise States use, to defend & preserve, their 
Empires ? 

That is the true, & only Material, Question between us. 

It appears, very doubtful, whe" this Behaviour of the As- 
sembly, do's proceed from Conscience, or from a Spirit of 
Opposition to the King's Service, & Persecution of all their 
Fellow Subjects. 

iy we look into their Militia Bill,^ we shall find them 
usurping, the power of the Militia, w"*" by Law, is solely in 
the Crown, (not only in this Kingdom, but most expressly, 
in all his Majesty's Dominions,) & which, by the Charter, is 
delagated to the Proprietor, whom the King has made Capt. 
Genl. there, into the Hands of the People. 

They prohibit the listing of those Men, who wo* be of 
the most Service, Young Fellows from 19 to 21, who have no 
Familys, & who are the hailest, strongest & best, for the 
Service. 

They exempt all '^sons, who, to save their Mony, or their 
Service, can work themselves up, to be of a scrupulous 
Opinion, which, in other Words, is, be but a Quaker, ^ you 
shall neither serve, or pay. 

And a Multitude of other Cautions, are incerted, through- 
out their Militia Act, to defeat, & prevent, his Majesty's 
Service, by all the Means in their Power ; & they might be 
fairly charged, with aiding & abetting his Majesty's Enemys, 
in passing such an Act. 

What more co* his Majesty's worst Enemy do, than to 
prevent, by all Means in his Power, any Men, from being 
raised, for Defence of their King & their Country. 

It is most manifest, froni that insolent Address,^ presented 

1 The " Military Bill" (not Militia Bill, as it is called here) pro- 
duced the chain of forts which guarded the passes, and which so effectu- 
ally protected the Province, that from the time they were established no 
Indian or French invaders ever penetrated through them. 

" This address came from neither the Yearly nor Quarterly Meeting of 
Friends. It was signed by twenty persons, who, having the full right to 
send a petition to the Assembly, did so on their own responsibility. 
That body informed the petitioners that they were assuming greater 
power than they were invested with, " particularly in relation to an Act 
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to the Assembly, by 20 Quakers, that this Assembly is lead 
by the ITose, by that illegal Oaball, called their Yearly Meet- 
ing, & their Quarterly Meeting ; 

Those Meetings have been, by Act of Parliament, declared 
dangerous, to the State, & so, they most certainly are. 

^ they confine themselves to Religious Matters, only, No 
other Sect of People, are allowed to hold Synods, or Church 
Councils, not even the Established Church itself. 

But these Meetings intermeddle in State & Policy, They, 
by their Resolutions, awe & controul Government & Legisla- 
ture. 

The Assembly in Pensilv' is half their Legislature, (they 
have only the Gov' & Assembly) & I do think, there never 
was, a more insolent Paper, than the Quaker's Address to 
the Assembly, of the 6*^ of Nov' last.* 

When his Ma'^', the Prop', the Lieu'. Gov', the Peopl in 
Gen', their Indian Allies, & their bleeding Country, had one 
and All, repeatedly, called upon, them to raise Men & Money, 
& to defend themselves, & the Enemy was in the Hart of 
their Country, destroying it, & murdering the Inhabitants, 
those 20 Fellows address them, to pursue Measures, consist- 
ent with their peacable ! Principles, & declare they are mighty 
ready to contribute, to benevolent Purposes, but they give them 
ano' Charge, not to trust their Com*"" with any Mony, For 
such Com***' may possibly apply that Mony, to purposes in- 
consistent with our peacible Testimony, and, if they do, they tell 
them, flatly, they'l rather suffer, than pay a Tax, for such 
Purposes. 

And, agreable to this Edict, from this Yearly Meeting, the 
Quakers, in the Assembly, by their Mony Bill, whereby, they 
say, they have given the King 55.000* have not appropriated 
a Shilling to any Military Purpose, 

So that their Com***", if they sho* ever get the Mony, & 
sho* be better disposed, than the Assembly themselves, & sho* 
apply that Mony, to any necessary Warlike Purpose, may be, 

passed in 1711, granting £2000 for the Queen's use, and that, therefore, 
their prayer was an unadvised and indiscreet application to the House." 
^ It will be found in Votes of the Assembly, Vol. IV. p. 496, 
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hereafter, at the Mercy of a Quaker Assembly, as not war- 
ranted for such Application, 

But they have taken care enough, that their Oom*°*% shall 
not apply their Mony, to any Purpose, whatever, either Be- 
nevolent or Military} For they have, most carefully, enacted, 
that the 5000*, wc*" was given by the Prop" (& was none of the 
Countrys Mony) shall absolutely be payd to their Com*^, but 
they have not enacted, that the Provincial Treasurer, or the 
Trustees of the Loan Office, shall pay one Single Shilling 
(of their 55.000*) to their Com*", Indeed, if he chuses to pay 
it then, & give him a Rec' for it, that Receipt is to be a good 
Discharge to him, but they have left him at full Liberty, 
either to pay it to them, or not, just as he pleases. 

As to the Kimfs repeated Calls, upon them, to put their 
Country into a Posture of Defence, & to raise Men & Mony, 
that, I suppose, is too notorious, to require any Proof, at this 
Board. 

As to the People's daily Call upon them, desiring to arm & 
defend themselves & their Country, it's proved by the pres- 
ent Petn', but it's more fully, strongly & expressly proved, by 
their own Declaration, in their Militia Bill. 

As to the Prop'^^ Calling upon them, I have Liberty to pro- 
duce, a Copy of their Standing Instr"', to their Lieut. Gov", 
to procure a Militia, & a Militia Law. 

I have also, to produce, the Prop", other Instruction, given 
to their Lieut. Gov", upon occassion, of ye present Rupture. 

The Prop", at their own cons*'° Expence, sent them over 
Cannon, to defend the River Delaware, & the City of Phila- 
delphia. 

' The Quakers did not refuse to grant the money. They desired to 
grant it as they had always done ; that is, by lending the credit of the 
Province by issuing bills and taxing certain of the estates of the Pro- 
prietaries. The Governor at first refused, in accordance with his in- 
structions, to accept the money raised in such ways. The Governor, 
finding the Assembly obstinate, however, compromised the matter, 
approving the bills against his judgment, hoping that the Crown would 
disallow and repeal them. The money and men raised in this way were 
used, as has been said, for building the forts and supporting a military 
establishment. 
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The Prop" made them an offer of 400*, to build a Fort, or 
Block House, at the Back of their Province, & to allow 100* 
a Year, towards the Maintainance of it, if the Assembly wo* 
contribute ; but they wo* not contribute a Shilling. 

The Assembly proposed a former Bill, for raising Mony for 
the King, by a Land Tax, & that the Proprietors unimproved 
Lands sho* be arbitrarily taxt, by some Assessors, wc"" the 
Assembly wo* name ; wc" was a mere Feint, in Order to 
say, that they were ready to give Mony, but that their Prop^" 
wo* not consent to it, because they were to contribute. 

They were askt, what they imagined their Prop" Share 
might amount to & they talkt of 500*. 

Even that Sum, if they had really confined it to that, was 
grately disproportionate ; But their Friends there (who well 
knew the Prop". Inclinations) Subscribed that Sum, instantly, 
for them. 

But, the very Moment the Prop", heard of it. They or- 
dered, what ? JSTot to Subscribe 500* only, But to pay 5000* 
for the King's Use. 

This left the Assembly beyond excuse; and they had 
made Such a Bustle, that thxy, on their Parts, were mighty 
ready to pay, but that the Prop", would not contribute, that 
they were forced to give the King Mony, or, at least, to say 
that they did — ^But, as they fell into their own Snare, & 
never intended to give any,^ So they have given it in the 
Manner before observed. 

This Board knows, that the Prop", have offered large Do- 
nations, of great Quantitys of their valuable Lands, upon 
the most advantageous Terms, to encourage, as farr as 3000 
Men, Officers & Soldiers, to enlist, for the Defence of his 
Majesty's American Dominions. 

As to the Lieu* Governor it is most notorious, & well known, 

'The answer to this charge — that they never intended to give the 
money — is that it was immediately used for military purposes, as 
stated in the last note. As to the " large donations of land" promised 
by the Lieutenant-Governor, it was discovered that neither as Governor 
nor as attorney for the Proprietaries had he any authority to make the 
grants. 

Vol. X.— 21 
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that lie has called upon them, without ceasing, Day after 
Day, Layd the Kings Orders & Commands, before them. 
Called, demanded & insisted upon, their raising Men & 
Mony, & putting the Country into a Posture of Defence ; 
But this Lieu' Gov', & every Lieu' Gov', for these 16 Years 
past, on the like Occassions, have met with Nothing, but 
downright Refusels, & Eeligeous Scruples & Quarrels, Con- 
tentions & Abuse, from their Assemblys, whenever they 
touched on any stick Point., It is not 9 Months ago, that the 
Assembly presented a Petition to the King, ag' this Lieu' 
Gov', pretended, as usual, a very great Zeal for his Service, 
but that their wicked Lieu' Gov' prevented them, under 
Pretence of Instruction he had rece'd, from the King, ^ the 
Prop", & opposed all their Bills ; That Petition was heard, 
& a Stinging Report made, by this Board, on 30 May 1755, 
(we"" we desire may be read) whereby, their Pretence was 
found absolutely without Foundation, & whereby, this 
Board exposed the Assemblys pretended Zeal Viz'. 

That the Assembly had, indeed, resolved to give a Sum, 
to the King's Use, only by 18 Votes ag' 16. 

But, when they come to consider what that Sum sho* be, 
Viz'. 

Shall it be 20000* ? No, 25 to 8. 
15000*? No, 25 to 10. 
10000*? No, 22 to 11. 
5000*? No, 24 to 8.1 

As to our Indian Allys, Their Chiefs have come down, in 
■^son, but on 8 NoV last, & demanded a positive & Cate- 
gorical Answer, from the Assembly, whe' they would fight, 
or not? If they wo* fight, they wo* joyn them, most 
hearth'ly. If they wo* not, they wo* take Care of them- 

' There was, it is true, some dispute at this time concerning voting 
money for the King's use, as the majority of the Assembly did not be- 
lieve that it was then needed. On the 6th of May, however, of the 
same year, on the announcement by the Governor that more than one 
thousand Frenchmen had taken the fort built by the Virginians on the 
Ohio, the Assembly voted unanimously £10,000 as an aid to the King, 
and £20,000 for replacing defaced and ragged bills of credit. 
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selves, & leave them. And these Mulish People wo* give 
them ]S"o Answer. 

Call for the Minuites of Co", containing this Proceeding. 

So that all Sorts of '^sons have, most importunately, called 
on the Assembly, but to no Purpose, in the "World. 

But they have, as our Petition most truly states, refused As- 
sistance themselves, lost our Indian Allys, & coolled the Zeal 
of some of the Neighboring Colonys ; who don't think that 
Some sho* defend All but that All sho* unite, in one Comon 
Cause, ag' the King's Bnemys ; as, indeed, All the Other 
Colonys have done. Save only, those Quakers, in Pensilv*. 

And now, to fill up the Measure of their Iniquity, as they 
have been forced, & driven, to do Something, they have 
passed these two wicked Bills,^ to take ye Militia out of 
the Hands & Power of the Crown, & its Cap* Gen" & 
Deputy & give it to the People, & to prohibit & prevent 
raising Men for his Majesty's Service, & insidiously, to pre- 
tend to give him Mony, but for no Military Purpose, in the 
"World, & to render it absolutely precarious, whe' there shall 
be one Shilling of it payd, or not ? But if payd, they have 
again, taken ye Execution of Govern""', into the Hands of 
the People, in this Instance also, & have appointed a Com"* 
of 10 ^sons, named by themselves, to apply the Mony, to 
such benevolent Purposes as those 10 ^sons please. 

The Relief we pray is. 

That these two pills may be rejected. 

And that the King be advised to recommend it to his Par- 
liament, that no Quaker be permitted to Sitt in any Assem- 
bly, in Pensilv*, or any Part of America. 

Whose pretended Scruples may defeat (have defeated) all 
his Majesty's Purposes, & endanger the Loss of America. 

We are well aware of these Canting People's' Defence, 
Viz'. 

' These " two wicked Bills." Nothing would have suited the purposes 
of the Assembly better than that the Governor as Captain-General should 
have levied a force from such as desired to enlist as volunteers, of whom 
there were many at all times. This plan the Assembly itself had pro- 
posed to the Governor in 1740. 
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Objn 1 — We have had great Contests, with our Lieut Gov', 
& he has been in Fault, or else, we sho* have done great 
Things, for the King's Service. 

Answer This is a Cause between ye People, & the Quaker 
Assembly, Or rather, between the King & ye Assembly, 
The Gov"" is no Party. "We will try You, out of Your 
own Mouth., Read Your own Militia, Act in which there 
is not a Single Sillable, but Your own Words. 

You had a Complaint (and a false one too) heard, but 9 
Months ago, ag' Your Lieu' Gov'. 

And, whenever You have, another, here is a Gentleman 
in the Room (M' Paris) who will readily defend that Lieu* 
Gov', who has laboured, even more than enough, to have 
served th King ; but ye Quakers have only abused him for 
it, as they have done all their L' Gov", for 16 Years past, if 
ever they ment* any Thing for Defence of the Country, tho' 
by the King's Commands. 

Obj^s — TTethe Quakers, have a Constitution, & Charter of 
Privilages, by which, we have a Might, to sitt in the Assem- 
bly And, consequently, to defend Pensilv*, or, to give it 

up to the Prench, (for that must be included in such an Ob- 
jection). 

Answer If that was ever so true, it makes a Bill in Par- 
liam' necessary, to take away that Eight which You have, 
by Your own Acts, forfeited. 

But You are talking, loudly, of some Charter, or Consti- 
tution ! but will be hard driven, to shew any such. 

The Laws of this Country give no Such Right to Quakers.* 

1661 — The Corporation Act 13 Car* 2, Stat 2, Cap. 1 re- 
quires Oaths from all '^sons in Corpor*', in England, 

' The argument in regard to the position, disabilities, and rights of 
Quakers by the English law has no application whatever to the govern- 
ment of Pennsylvania. The Charter was not granted to Quakers, nor 
was there any such body as the Quaker Assembly except in the abusive 
language of their enemies in England. The Charter granted certain 
privileges to William Penn and his fellow-adventurers, not as Quakers, 
but as free-born Englishmen ; and to insure those rights an Assembly 
was provided for, with the ample powers already referred to. 



The Attitude of the Quakers in the Provincial Wars. 309 

1662. — The 1st. Act of Parliam', wc"" ISTames Quakers, was 
an Act for preventing Dangers by Quakers, 13 & 14 Car 2 
Cap 1 & subjects them to great Penaltys, if they don't ^wear, 
& calls their Meetings, unlawful Assemblys, & dangerous 
to ye Publick Peace & Safety. 

Thus stood the Law in England, in ye Year 1680. when 
ye Pensilv* Charter was granted. 

1680 Mar 4 — The Charter was granted, but there is not 
a Sillable, in that, of any Exemption, & much less of any 
Privilege, whatever, to any Quaker. 

1688 Quakers were never 'Emitted to take an Affirmation, 
in any Case, whatever, until 1 W. & M Sess 1 Cap 18. Sect 
13. And then, upon their taking certain Affirm'^, they 
were exempted from the Pains & Penaltys, inflicted upon. 
Popish Recusants, & Protestants, Nonconformists by former 
Acts ; but that Act gave them no Qualification, to hold any 
Office, or Place, even here. 

1696 The first Priviledge ever granted to Quakers, by Par- 
liam*, was by 7 & 8 W. 3. Cap. 27 Sect. 19; By which, upon 
their taking the Declarations therein men*, they were at 
Liberty to vote for Members of Parliam' here. 

1696 But, in ye same Year, by ano' Act, Cap 34 (wc"" 
extended originally, only to England, "Wales & Berwick) If 
was provided, that no Quaker, Even making the Declar", 
sho* be qualifyed, or 'Emitted to give Evidence, in any 
Criminal Case., or to serve on any Jury or to bear any 

Office, or Place of Profit This Act to continue 7 Years ; 

& to ye end of Ifext Sessions. 

Note. — The s* Act was again continued, by 13, & 14. "W. 
3. Cap. 4. 

Note. — An Assembly Man in Pensilv* holds an office of 
Trust & Profit both, for they have enacted there 6' ^ Diem, 
to every Member, & 10**^ Diem, to their Speaker. 

1696 Another Act^ was made, in ye same Year, extreamly 

^ How far this Act extended in the sense claimed by this argument to 
any of the colonies, has often been discussed. It certainly did not ex- 
tend to the Charter or Proprietary governments, and especially to that 
of Pennsylvania. 1. Because its provisions are in direct conflict with the 



310 The Attitude of the Quakers in the Provincial Wars. 

material to our Case Viz'. 7. & 8. K. W. Cap. 22. Sect. 9. 
w* do's, expressly, relate to tlie Plant". It Enacts. That 
All Laws, By Laws, Usages or Customs, at this Time, or 
wc^ hereafter, shall he in Practice, or endeavored, or pretended 
to be in Force or Practice, in any of the s* Plant™, w"'' are, 
in any wise, repugnant to the therein before men* Laws, or 
any of them, So far as they do relate to ye s* Planf, or any 
of them, or w"*" are any ways repugnant, to this present Act, 
or to any other Law, hereafter to he made in this Kingdom, So 
farr as such Law shall relate to, or mention the s* Planta- 
tions, are illegal, Null ^ Void, to all Intents ^ Purposes whatso- 
ever. 

1707 The Act 6 Anne, Cap. 23. Quakers, refusing to 
make the Deelar*, shall not vote for Members of the House 
of Commons. 

1714 By the Act of 1 Geo ; 1. Stat. 2. Cap. 6. A Declar" is 
made, for the Quakers, and the Act of 7. & 8. "W. 3. Cap. 34. 
is extended to Scotland, & is made perpetual, for England, 
& for Scotland and (w""' is most material), That Act was ex- 
tended, to the Plantations, for 5 Tears from the 17*^ of March 
17 IJ^, ^ to the End of the then next Session. 

So that the prohibitory & disqualifying Act, ag' Quakers,^ 

grant made by the Charter of Charles II., which was a solemn contract 
entered into between the King and William Penn and his fellow-adven- 
turers, not to be broken, of course, by an Act of Parliament of this kind. 
2. Because power was reserved by the Charter to the King to repeal in a 
particular way, within a certain time, obnoxious laws. 3. Because no- 
where else in this controversy between the Penns and the Assembly was 
such a claim set up ; and, 4. The mere opinion, even of the Privy Council 
or the Ministry, that any given statute was in violation of the English law 
amounted to nothing. Such a question, if it ever arose, must, of course, 
be a matter for judicial inquiry and decision. 

' The question of the qualification of office-holders in Pennsylvania 
was settled, first, by order of the Privy Council ; and, secondly, by the 
provincial statute of 1705 referred to in the text. By the amended 
Charter of 1701 all persons professing to believe in Jesus Christ, prom- 
ising allegiance and fidelity, etc., should have the capacity of serving the 
Province " legislatively and executively." The Privy Council in Eng- 
land disallowed and repealed the Act of 1700, in regard to attests referred 
to in the Charter of 1701. In 1703 it sent to Colonel Quarry and others 
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became in Force, in the Plantations, from 17 Marcli 1714 
to 17 Mar 1719, & to the End of the next Sessions of Par- 
liam*, thereafter. 

And the other Act 7. & 8. W. S.^Cap. 22. was, & is, a. per- 
petual Law, always in Force, in y° Plantations. 

1721 By the Act of 8, Geo, 1 ; Cap. 6. A Few Declar* is 
given to the Quakers, but No Privilege granted them. 

Thus Stand the Laws of G'. Br., & the Charter for 
Pensilv*. 

By which, No Quaker is "Emitted to hold any Office or 
Place of Trust, or Profit. 

But we shall be told that, on 

1683. Apr 2. Jf" W^ Perm, then Prop', granted to the Peo- 
ple a Charter, called the Frame of Governm*, whereby he 
{so far as in him lay) gave the Inhab*" sundry large Privileges, 
but none at all to Quakers, as such, nor that relate to their 
Eight, as such. 

I believe they cannot prove, or produce, any Evidence of 
such a Charter ; But, besides, that Charter, being found in- 
convenient, was in May 1700, surrendered up, by the People, 
to him ; as appears by the very next, Instrument. 

Secondly, that Mr. W". Penn, on 

1701. Oct. 28. Granted to the People, a new Charter, of Priv- 
ileges (again, so far as in him lay) "Whereby all '^sons, who 
profest to beleive in Jesus Christ, notwithstanding their 
other '^swasions in Point of Conience & Religeon sho* be 

a dedimug potestatem requiring them to administer to all officers in the 
Province the oaths of abjuration and allegiance, and requiring them to 
sign the tests provided by the Toleration Act. By his instructions he 
was directed to require from the Quakers an affirmation instead of an 
oath (see 2 Minutes of Council, p. 89). In 1705 the Assembly, taking 
into consideration the repeal by the Privy Council of the Act of 1700, 
and the order of the Queen in regard to oaths and affirmations to be 
taken by all officers, passed an Act giving to such order the force of a 
provincial statute, and directed that they should be taken by all offi- 
cers in the service of the Province. These two Acts, settling the qualifi- 
cations of officers here (the Act of 1701 and the Act of 1705), were in 
force and constantly acted under up to the time of the American Eevolu- 
tion. 
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capable to serve that Government, in any Capacity, both 
legislatively & executively, promising Allegiance ^ Fidelity 
taking such Attests, as by an Act (of 1700) directing the Attests of 
sev^ Offic^^ ^ Ministers, as now amended & confirmed in y* 
present Assembly (of 1701) were directed to be taken ; & that 
the Assembly she* have Power to chuse a Speaker, & other 
their Officers, & sho* sitt, upon their own Adjournments &c. 
& sho* have all other Powers & Privileges of an Assembly, 
according to the Rights of the Free born Subjects of Eng- 
land, & as is usual in any of the Kings Plantations in Amer- 
ica ; And that y° qualifications of Electors & Elected & all 
other Mtrs & Things relating to Elections of Representatives 
to serve in Assemblys, shall be & remain, as by ano' Law of 
this Govr^""" made at New Castle in 1700, intitled An Act to 
Ascertain the Number of Members of Assembly ^ to regulate the 
Mections. 

I believe they cannot shew, any such Charter, as that, in 
Evidence; but, if they do, it is gone; For tho' M' Penn 
might, & did, grant, as farr as in him lay, The Crown wo* 
grant no such Matter, but expressly repealed both those Acts 
of Assembly. 

1705 Thirdly. They will insist upon it, that they have a 
New positive Act of Assembly of Pensilv* 4° Anne,^ passed 
between y" 4* of Octo' & 12 Jan'^ 1705, hy w"", Quakers, 
are intitled to sett in y' Assembly, if elected ; and by w""" 
the Affirm" is fixed for them ; and by w*, they have been 
pleased to exclude, every Churchman, or Protestant Dis- 
senter, from the Assembly,* tho' he sho* take a thousand 
Oaths, unless he qualifies himself by making y' Declar*, 
in such Manner, as if he was a Quaker, for they make y° 

^ Fo. 67. New Edition. [The reference here is to Laws of Pennsyl- 
vania, printed in 1742 by B. Franklin.] 

* Of course no attempt was made to exclude " every Churchman or 
Protestant Dissenter" from the Assembly. All candidates for office 
were on precisely the same footing, and each took the same tests and 
made the same declarations, — Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and Baptists. 
The only difference was that the Quakers were permitted to confirm their 
declaration by an affirmation, while the others were required to do so 
by an oath. 
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Quakers Declar* the Sole & only Qualification, to be taken 
by every Member. 

To this we answer, It was a void Act, by the very Charter 
of Pensilv* ; In w*, there is an express Clause & Condition 
incerted, that, for fear they sho* assume to them selves im- 
proper Powers, Every Act, they make there, shall, within 

5 Years, from y" making, be layd, before the Privy Co". 
Now, first, we suspect, & secondly, we will prove, that this 
Act was Not, within 5 years, from the making, layd before 
the Privy Co", and it's (for that Eeason) void.^ 

Our Suspicion arises from this, . In the same Year, & 

Sessions, in 1705, they past ano' Act,^ An Act directing 
(only) the Qualifications of Magistrates & Officers, as also 

the Manner of giving Evidence, Viz*, by Affirm"' ^But 

that Act the Crown has seen, & has repealed It is there- 
fore suspiiious, that the Crown wo* not suffer an Act, of the 
same Sessions, of so much a higher Nature, to have stood, 
had they seen that. 

But We don't rest on Suspition, only, Next, we come to 
y' most effectual Proof, the Matter admits of, that it was not 
layd before the Privy Co" according to the Charter, within 5 
Years after making ; For we have the Clerk of the Co"'" Cer- 
tificate, That from 14. Octo' 1705, to 14. Oct. 1711, No Order 
of Co", referring the Act to the Board of Trade, (as there 
must have been,) Nor no Order of Co", either rejecting, or 
confirming, this Act, appears on the Co" Books, Those 

6 Years take in more than the 5 Years, for transmission, & 
the 6 Months for the Crown's Approbation — & no such Act 

seen, or heard of, before Y' Privy Co", They may keep 

Papers, in their Pockets, & after a Length of Time, print 
them, in a Book & call them Laws. 

^ It seems idle to argue that statutes which were constantly enforced, 
and which were regarded by all parties in the Province as forming a part 
of our Code, were, from some cause, without any legal validity; and 
yet such are the straits to which the enemies of the Assembly were forced 
to resort! No one ever denied that these statutes were in full vigor 
except the advocate in this cause. 

« Fo. 103. [Franklin's Edition of Laws of Pennsylvania, 1742.] 
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But, if not presented to the Prim/ Co", within 5 Tears 
from the making., They are void, by the King's Charter 
to Pensilv*. 

And so this Third Pretence of Constitution, is entirely 
gone. 

Fourthly and Lastly, They pretend, that They, have ano' 
Act of Assembly,' that gives them these Privileges, & that 
this last Act, was actually confirmed by the Grown, on 27 Mar 
1725, & was intitled An Act prescribing y Forms of Declar* 
of Fidelity, Abjuration & Aflarm", instead of the Forms 
heretofore required in such Cases, & was passed between 
14. Octo'- 1724. & 21*- of Aug"- 1725. 

We answer That ye Fact (by some strange Accident, w* 
we don't know, nor can acco' for) is true. But yet, as an 
Act of Parliament, is Something stronger, than an Order of 
Co", So this last Act, was, & is, null & void, to all Intents 
& purposes whatsoever. 

The Position, is true, & most easily proved. 

The 7. & 8. K. W"- Cap. 22. was, & is, a perpetual Law, & 
in its orig' Creation, & ever since, extended to the Planta- 
tions. 

No Act here, had ever qualifyed Quakers, to hold Offices, 
or Places of Trust. 

But the Act of 7, & 8. "Wil. Cap. 34. had disqualifyed them. 

That Law was, from Time to Time, continued, & at last 
made perpetual, in England, & in Scotland, & was extended 
to the Plant" also, for a Time. 

And having been once extended thither. We hope, the 
Pensilv* Act, was null and void, in its Creation, & that the 
Crown, by Confirming what was, in its Creation, void, 
could not make a Nullity a good Law. 

When first I began Stating our Objection, to this last 
Pensylv* Act, I imagined, that y^ Time (for w""" y° disqualifiy- 
ing Act of Parlia""* was enacted to be enforced in the Plant") 
took in y' very Time, when this Pensilv* Act was made. Viz', 
extended to 1724, & 1725 ; but, upon looking back, the pro- 

' Fo. 310. [Franklin's Edition of Laws of Pennsylvania, 1742.] 
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hibitoiy Act of Parliam* was extended to j° Plant", (So farr 
as I can find) only to 1719 or 1720. And the qualifying 
Peusilv" Act was past after that Time Viz', in 1724 or 1725. 

So that my Answer to this Act, is not so strong, as I at 
first thought it, but yet it affords Some Argument. 

But if, it had I^one at all, & that this boasted Privilege 
was gained, to the Quakers, by their own Pensilvania Act, 
of 1725, Confirmed afterw"', by the Crown, They have for- 
feited it, and y° Preserv* of America, requires that they 
sho* forfeit. 

For all Society & Gov'ment, is formed /or Defence, 

When Persons in Power, declare, (as these do) We cannot, 
"We will not, defend, The Bond, & first Principle of Society, 
& of ITature itself, is broke & disolved. 

And You ought not to govern. 

Wherefore "We pray, as before. 

That the Militia Bill, & Mony Bill, may both be rejected. 

And that his Majesty may be advised to recommend it to 
his Parliament, That No Quaker be 'Emitted to sitt in As- 
sembly, in Pensilva", or any other American Colony. 

But that y° People of Pensilv* may have such an Assembly, 
as the People in the King's Governm" in America, have, that 
is to say, an Assembly, whose Members shall be qualifyed 
by Oaths. 

There is no Occasion to fear Pensilvania's raising, much 
better Sums, than this 55000* if they had a Christian As- 
sembly, of '^sons, who intend to provide for the Kings Ser- 
vice, which these Canting Quakers never once did, & there 
can be none raised yet, For they are not to begin the "Work 
of assessing, until the end of May next, & the payment is to 
be long after that. 



